
opossums and other animals. 
Annadillos are nocturnal during 

the summer, spending the hot 
daylight hours in burrows and 
coming out in the cool nighttime 
to search for food. During winter, 
they reverse this pattern to take 
advantage of daytime warmth. 

Annadillos are often blamed for 
declines in quail populations, but 
studies show that 90 percent of their 
diet consists of invertebrates, such 
as insects, earthworms, grubs, 
termites, spiders and crayfish. 
Experiments with caged armadillos 
indicate most don't recognize bird 
eggs as potential food. 

Annadillos dig shallow holes in 
search of food, grunting like piglets 
all the while. When startled, they 
jump straight up in the air, then 
scurry into the nearest burrow. If 
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Certainly not a fighter, armadillos roll into a ball when threatened, depending on their bony 
armor for protection. Coyotes and bobcats prey on armadillos when the opportunity presents 
itself. 
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no burrow is handy, they may 
wedge themselves into crevices end of encounters with automobiles, 
between rocks. When molested, which probably kill more armadillos 
they can emit a strong, objectionable than any predator. 
odor from a pair of glands near the 
base of their tails. Reproduction 

Water is no obstacle to footloose Annadillos mate in July or 
armadillos. They can cross small August, begirrning one of the most 
streams by walking across on the extraordinary reproductive cycles 
bottom, or swallow air and swim known. For starters, the fertilized 
across on the surface of large bodies egg doesn't immediately attach itself 
of water. to the wall of the female's uterus. 

Annadillos have excellent senses Instead, its development may be 
of hearing and smell. However, delayed weeks or months until 
their eyesight is poor, and they conditions are favorable for growth. 
frequently come out on the losing When implantation does take 

Armadillos dig for their food. Their major food source is beetles. Young armadillos, like this 
one, are usually born from late March to early April, sometimes as late as May. Quadruplets, 
all of the same sex, comprise the normal litter. 

.........----::,..."
 

-

place, the original egg divides twice, 
and the resulting four eggs develop 
into identical quadruplets. All the 
armadillos in a litter are the same 
sex. But the number of male and 
female litters born in a particular 
area always balances out to maintain 
a balanced sex ratio. 

In Arkansas, armadillos usually 
give birth in late March or early 
April. The shells of young 
armadillos are soft and leathery, but 
otherwise they're fully developed, 
with eyes open, and begin walking 
within hours of birth. They remain 
with the female several months after 
weaning. 

Importance 
In many parts of the southwestern 

U.S., the armadillo is a prized food 
item. Its meat tastes much like 
pork, and for this reason it's 
sometimes called a "poor man's hog." 

The armadillo is one of the few 
mammals besides man susceptible to 
leprosy, and in recent years, 
researchers looking for better 
treatments and a vaccine for the 
disease have used armadillos as 
laboratory animals. 

Armadillos eat large numbers of 
insect pests, but this is little 
consolation to people whose yards 
or gardens are systematically "Rota 
Rootered." As a non-game animal, 
the armadillo is protected by the 
Arkansas Wildlife Code. If you have 
problems with armadillos, call your 
county wildlife officer, and ask 
for help. 
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