




Bigmouth buffalo
It doesn’t have horns or four legs – it’s a fish with a thick body, greenish-brown 
sides and a light belly. It likes to live in big water like lakes and slow, wide rivers. 
They can grow up to about 30 pounds but most weigh 3 to 12 pounds.



Freshwater drum
Some people call this a “sheepshead.” Its back has a big arch and its sides are 
silvery. Most of the body has a light red color, too. They’re fun to catch because 
they like to fight. Most weigh less than 10 pounds but they can reach 50 pounds.



Longnose gar
This long fish with sharp teeth is widespread in Arkansas. It likes quiet pools in 
streams and calm lakes. Its sides are greenish black and its belly is yellow. The 
tail and fins are dotted with black spots. They can be more than 3 feet long and 
weigh 25 pounds.



Spotted gar
The spotted gar looks kind of like a miniature version of the longnose gar with 
black spots on its body and a shorter snout. They like to live in clear water with 
lots of plants and trees. Sometimes they get as big as 20 pounds, but most are  
1 to 5 pounds.



Shovelnose sturgeon
This primitive brown and gray fish lives in big rivers like the Arkansas, White and 
Red. Its eggs are sold as caviar. Fishermen with rods and reels don’t usually catch 
sturgeons. They have barbels under their snouts to help them feel their way  
on bottom.
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