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2007-08 season as the best in five years, if not a 
decade. Hunting on northeast Arkansas WMAs 
was good early in the season but fell off as the 
season progressed. Habitat conditions, duck 
numbers and hunting success generally were 
poor throughout the season in west Arkansas.

Back to the breeding grounds
Waterfowl biologists annually conduct one of 

the most extensive wildlife population surveys 
in the world to track North American duck 
populations. The results of the 2008 Waterfowl 
Breeding Population and Habitat Survey are 
generally less favorable than 2007. Total duck 
numbers declined 9 percent to 37.3 million 
birds after last year’s count of 41.2 million. 
Even so, the 2008 breeding duck population 
estimate was 11 percent above the 1955-2007 
long-term average. Mallard abundance was 7.7 
million birds, similar to last year’s estimate of 
8.3 million birds and the long-term average. The 
big change this year is breeding habitat condi-
tions during the May pond count. Late rain and 
drought characterized much of the surveyed 
area, including the Prairie Pothole Region. The 
total pond count in the U.S. and Canada was 
4.4 million, down 37 percent from the 2007, but 
only 10 percent below the long-term average.

Forecast for the future
Good production last year played a big role in 

the above-average duck numbers counted this 
spring. Unfortunately those birds encountered 
drier conditions on the nesting grounds this year. 
Wet and dry cycles are necessary in the Prairie 
Pothole Region to sustain its long-term produc-
tivity. It is impossible to say whether this year 
represents the start of a multi-year dry cycle. But, 
duck production likely will be lower this year. 
Hunters should remain cautiously optimistic that 
the 2008-09 season will be as good as 2007-08.

Even if habitat conditions and duck numbers 
dip for a few years, nothing stays the same for 
long and soon the water – and the ducks – will 
return.  No one can predict what fall and winter 
will bring, but we can all hope for strong cold 
fronts and abundant rain to draw ducks to the 
state.

Figure 1. Arkansas total duck and mallard harvest, 1961-2007.
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Figure 2. Prairie Pothole Region May pond counts, 1975-2008.
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State
2007-08 total  
Duck harvest

California 1,632,900

Louisiana 1,532,800

Arkansas 1,112,200

Texas 1,074,300

Oregon 684,200

State
2007-08 total 

 Mallard harvest

Arkansas 578,131

Tennessee 284,440

Oregon 271,041

California 270,300

Washington 235,351

Table 3. 2007-08 harvest tables.
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Figure 3.  2007 breeding waterfowl habitat 
conditions.

Figure 4.  2008 breeding waterfowl habitat 
conditions.

More than 38,000  
white-fronted geese  
were harvested in 
Arkansas during the 
2008-09 season.  
Photo by Trey Reid.

*Good production 

last year played 

a big role in the 

above-average 

duck numbers 

counted this 

spring.
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