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Largemouth bass fisheries get a helping hand from the AGFC

LITTLE ROCK — Arkansas’s largemouth bass fisheries are getting a
helping hand from the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission. So far this
year, the AGFC has stocked over 1 million fingerling Florida-strain
largemouth bass in Arkansas’s public waters.

The fingerlings were produced at the Andrew Hulsey State Fish
Hatchery located on Lake Hamilton just south of Hot Springs. The
Hulsey hatchery is the AGFC's only hatchery that produces Florida-
strain largemouth bass, according to the hatchery’s manager, Don
Brader. “In three of the last four years over one million Florida bass
fingerlings have been raised and stocked by the Hulsey hatchery,”
Brader explains.

Fingerling bass produced in 2009 averaged two inches in length and
were stocked into 13 waterbodies including lakes Atkins, Chicot,
Columbia, Conway, DeGray, Erling, Gurdon, Lester Sites Bois d'Arc,
Lower White Oak, Marion McCollum Greenlee, Millwood, Monticello and
Ouachita.

AGFC fisheries biologists, along with bass angling volunteers,
distributed the fish into areas of good habitat around each lake by boat to increase their survival rate, the AGFC’s black bass program
supervisor Colton Dennis says. “The Brushy Creek arm of Lake DeGray and the Rabbittail/Buckville area of Lake Ouachita were stocked
with approximately 100,000 Florida bass fingerlings each as part of an ongoing eight-year research project to introduce Florida bass genes
into these populations,” Dennis said.

In addition, 241 adult Florida bass previously used as brood stock at the Hulsey hatchery were distributed among lakes Atkins, Columbia,
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Conway and Lester Sites Bois d’Arc, Brader said. “These five year old brood stock ranging in size from 2 to 5 pounds were no longer needed
on the hatchery for spawning purposes and will be replaced by younger fish currently maintained on the hatchery,” he said.

Annual stockings of fingerling bass from the hatchery are necessary to maintain Florida genes in a lake’s bass population. Florida strain
largemouth bass under the right environmental conditions can exhibit faster growth rates than their northern cousins after the age of three. In
addition, female Florida strain largemouth bass have the potential to grow to trophy size (greater than 10 pounds) in suitable habitats in
Arkansas.

AGFC deer hunting seminars scheduled

LITTLE ROCK — Want to learn how to hunt deer in Arkansas? The
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission will be hosting several deer
hunting seminars across the state in preparation for one of Arkansas’s
most popular hunting seasons.

The clinics will help avid hunters and those new to the sport pick up a
few pointers for the upcoming season. AGFC wildlife biologists will be on
hand to answer questions.

Topics scheduled for seminars include:

History of deer in Arkansas

Regulation changes for the upcoming season
Best places in Arkansas to go deer hunting
2009-2010 deer season forecast

How to age deer

Deer antler scoring

Food plots

Deer management

Preseason preparation

Arkansas Hunters Feeding the Hungry
Deer hunting safety

All seminars will be held from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the following locations:

Aug. 24..... AGFC Central Office building in Little Rock

Aug. 27..... Forrest L. Wood Crowley’s Ridge Nature Center in Jonesboro
Sept. 1...... Janet Huckabee Arkansas River Valley Nature Center in Fort Smith
Sept. 3...... Gov. Mike Huckabee Delta Rivers Nature Center in Pine Bluff

Sept. 8...... Fair Park Community Center in Hope

For more information call (800) 364- 4263 or visit www.agfc.com for details.

Public meetings scheduled for 2010 spring turkey regulations

LITTLE ROCK — The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission wants to
hear from turkey hunters. The agency is looking for feedback from
hunters as the AGFC begins the process of setting the 2010 spring
turkey hunting regulations.

The meetings will be held Aug. 25 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. There will be 11
public meetings held around the state that will give turkey hunters their
chance to have a voice in the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission’s
annual regulations process.

To find out more about the AGFC'’s proposals for the 2010 spring turkey
hunting season, go to www.agfc.com, then attend one of the public
meetings. If you're not able to attend one of these meetings, comment
online or by phone at (800) 364-GAME (4263). You may also mail your
comments to AGFC, Attn: Spring Turkey Regulations, 2 Natural
Resources Dr., Little Rock, AR 72205. Your comments must reach the
AGFC by Sept. 30.

While you're commenting on the proposals, take a moment and sign up for the Conservation for Arkansas Network. CAN is a database of
anglers, hunters and conservationists who care about Arkansas’s outdoors. Give us your email address and interests in the outdoors, and
we will send direct emails about what's important to you. You'll be among the first people to know about the latest public meetings, possible
regulations changes, hunting permit applications and special events held by the AGFC. Just visit the Conservation for Arkansas Network link
at www.agfc.com/wildlife-conservation/can.aspx and follow the online instructions. Your voice matters; make sure we hear it.

Turkey meeting locations:
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Little Rock-AGFC Central Office
2 Natural Resources Drive
(800) 364-4263

Hope-AGFC Regional Office
7004 Hwy. 67 East
(877) 777-5580

Russellville-AGFC Regional Office
1266 Lock and Dam Road
(877) 967-7577

Calico Rock-AGFC Regional Office
Hwy 56 North
(877) 297-4331

Fort Smith-Janet Huckabee Arkansas River Valley Nature Center

8300 Wells Lake Road
(877) 478-1043

Mount Ida-Montgomery County Courthouse Courtroom

105 Hwy. 270
(877) 525-8606

Monticello-AGFC Regional Office
771 Jordan Drive
(877) 367-3559

Brinkley-AGFC Regional Office
1201 North Hwy 49
(877) 734-4581

Jonesboro-Forrest L. Wood Crowley’s Ridge Nature Center

600 East Lawson
(877) 972-5438

Camden-AGFC Regional Office
500 Ben Lane
(877) 836-4612

Fayetteville-Ozarks Electric Cooperative
3641 Wedington Drive
(877) 967-7577
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Greg Butts steers state parks to new heights of popularity

LITTLE ROCK — New York newspaper editor Horace Greeley long ago advised, “Go
west, young man.” Greg Bultts, though, left his upstate New York home and went

south.

After he received a degree in recreation and resource management from West
Virginia University, Butts landed a job as a park planner with Arkansas State Parks in
1973. That was a boom time for the park system, a surge of expansion and
improvement under Governor Dale Bumpers after years of little growth. Butts moved
up and ahead and has been director of Arkansas State Parks for 19 years now. t>

Butts of Little Rock joins Cheryl and Bert Haralson of Augusta and Tommy Sanders of
Little Rock as 2009 inductees into the Arkansas Outdoor Hall of Fame. The annual
Outdoor Hall of Fame banquet and fund raising will be Friday, Sept. 11, at Statehouse

Convention Center in Little Rock.

The growth of Arkansas parks in the 1970s was followed by gradual belt tightening to
the point of major concern in the 1990s. Money for development disappeared right
along with essential funds for routine maintenance and operation.

The solution came forth in 1993 when Arkansas State Parks joined the Arkansas
Game and Fish Commission in a quest for permanent funding in the form of a
fractional sales tax. A court decision delayed the campaign, then new Governor Mike
Huckabee stepped up with leaders like Butts to urge the passage of the
conservational sales tax in November 1996. The measure won, and on July 1, 1997,
financial aid for the parks for AGFC, the Arkansas Department of Natural Heritage
and Keep Arkansas Beautiful began coming in from Arkansas residents.

http://www.agfc.com/news arkansasoutdoors/arkansasoutdoors-current.aspx

8/12/2009



Arkansas Outdoors Newsl etter Page 4 of 8

The state parks, always popularity with Arkansans even in the lean times, are seeing new fervor, Butts said. “It's the reconnect thing.
Arkansas is regarded as a rural state, but more than half of our people live in cities now. They are using the parks as a means of
reconnecting with nature.”

These park users aren'’t just campers or just daytime picnickers. In a recent year's time, the park system put on 54,000 activities and events,
with attendance totaling more than three-quarters of a million people, Butts said.

The reconnect element has spread into new fields like geocaching, a new game with legions of enthusiasts. Park users can try camping
before they buy equipment and specialized vehicles though the Rent-A-Camp, Rent-an-RV, Rent-a-Yurt and Rent-A-Tepee programs.
Impressive new visitors centers feature interpretive exhibits at Lake Dardanelle State Park, at Cossatot State Park and at Hobbs State Park-
Conservation Area. Along with traditional information avenues, the parks are reaching citizens through social networks on the Internet, Butts
said.

After Butts moved to Arkansas, he was involved in the creation of Pinnacle Mountain, Cane Creek, Louisiana Purchase and Toltec Mounds
state parks. He earned a master’s degree from the University of Arkansas and married his wife Ann. They have two daughters, Anna and
Christina.

For more information and tickets to the Outdoor Hall of Fame banquet, phone Steve Smith or Wendy Glover at 501-223-6396.

Boating education class schedule
Click here for boating education information: http://www.agfc.com/education-class/boating-education.aspx

Hunter education class schedule
Click here for hunter education information: http://www.agfc.com/education-class/hunter-education.aspx

What's open for hunting

Current and approaching seasons in Arkansas:

Furbearers
Raccoon night hunting: sunset, July 1-sunrise, Aug. 31.
Badger, spotted skunk and weasel hunting: Closed.

Common Moorhen
Sept. 1-Nov. 9

Mourning Dove and Eurasian Collared Dove
Sept. 5-Oct. 18
Dec. 5-Dec. 30

Teal
Sept. 12-Sept. 27

Virginia and Sora Rail
Sept. 12-Nov. 20

Woodcock
Nov. 7-Dec. 21

Snipe
Nov. 1-Feb. 15

Purple Gallinule
Sept. 1-Nov. 9

Early Canada Goose Statewide Season
Sept. 1-15

Northwest Canada Goose Zone Season
Sept. 26-Oct. 5

Late Canada Goose Statewide Season
Dec. 26-Jan. 30
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Deer
Archery
Statewide: Oct. 1-Feb. 28

Muzzleloader

Zones 1, 1A, 2, 3, 4A, 5A, 6, 6A, 7, 8, 8A, 10, 11, 13, 14 and 15: Oct. 17-25 and Dec. 19-21
Zones 9, 12, 16, 16A and 17: Oct. 17-25 and Dec. 29-31

Zones 4, 4B, 5 and 5B: Closed

Modern Gun

Zones 1, 1A, 2, 3, 6, 6A, 7, 8, 8A, 10 and 11: Nov. 14-Dec. 6

Zone 4: Nov. 14-15

Zone 5: Nov. 14-159 and Nov. 21-22

Zones 4A, 5A, 13, 14 and 15: Nov. 14-Dec. 13

Zones 4B and 5B: Nov. 14-22

Zones 9 and 12: Nov. 14-Dec. 20

Zones 16, 16A and 17: Nov. 14-Dec. 25

Christmas Holiday Modern Gun Deer Hunt is Dec. 26-28 statewide.
The Special Youth Modern Gun Deer Hunt is Nov. 7-8 and Jan. 2-3 statewide excluding certain WMAs where a modern gun or
muzzleloader permit is required to hunt.

Bear

Archery

Zone 1: Oct. 1-Nov. 30

Zone 2: Sept. 15-Nov. 30

Zones 3, 4, 5, 5A, 6 and 7: Closed

Muzzleloader
Zones 1 and 2: Oct. 17-25
Zones 3, 4,5, 5A, 6 and 7: Closed

Modern Gun

Zones 1 and 2: Nov. 9-30

Zone 5: Dec. 5-13

Zone 5A: Nov. 28-Dec. 13

Zones 3, 4, 6 and 7: Closed

Special Youth Modern Gun Bear Hunt

Zones 1 and 2 (does not include WMAs requiring a deer permit to harvest a bear): Nov. 7-8
Zones 3, 4,5, 5A, 6 and 7: Closed

Fall Turkey Season
Archery
Statewide: Oct. 1-Feb. 28

Firearms
Zones 3, 5B, 6 and 17: Oct. 26-Nov. 1
Zones 1, 1A, 2, 4, 4A, 4B, 5,5A, 7, 7A, 8, 9, 9A and 10: Closed

Elk

Zones 1, 2, 3, 4 and A: Sept. 21-25

Zones 1, 2, 3, 4, A and B: Dec. 7-11
Zone A: Sept. 21-25 and Dec. 7-11

Zone B: Dec. 7-11

Quail
Statewide: Nov. 1-Feb. 7

Rabbit
Statewide: Sept. 1-Feb. 28

Fall Squirrel Season
Statewide: Sept. 5-Feb. 28

Spring 2010 Squirrel Season
May 15-June 13

Crow
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Statewide: Sept. 5-Feb. 20

Furbearers (2009-2010)

Gray fox, mink, red fox and striped skunk hunting: sunrise, Sept. 1-sunset, Feb. 28

Opossum Hunting: sunrise, Sept. 1- sunset Feb. 28

Bobcat hunting: sunrise, Oct. 1-sunset, Feb. 28 and from the first day of spring turkey season through the last day of spring
squirrel season.

Coyote hunting: sunrise, July 1-sunset, Feb. 28 and from the first day of spring turkey season through June 14.
River otter hunting: sunrise, Nov. 4-sunset, Feb. 28

Raccoon night hunting: sunset, July 1-sunrise, Aug. 31

Raccoon day or night hunting: sunrise, Sept. 1-sunset, March 31

Muskrat, nutria, beaver hunting: sunrise, Sept. 1-sunset, March 31

Badger, spotted skunk and weasel hunting: Closed

Furbearer trapping (other than beaver, coyote, muskrat, nutria): sunrise, Nov. 14-sunset, Feb. 21

Coyote trapping: sunrise, Aug. 1-sunset, March 31

Beaver, muskrat, nutria trapping: sunrise, Nov. 14-sunset, March 31

The 2010 deer season opening dates:

Deer (archery): Friday, Oct. 1, 2010

Deer (muzzleloader): Saturday, Oct. 16, 2010
Deer (modern gun): Saturday, Nov. 13, 2010

2010 Spring Turkey Public Meetings:
Tuesday, Aug. 25, 7 p.m.-9 p.m.

2010-2011 General Public Meetings:
Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2010, 7 p.m.-9 p.m.

For further hunting changes regarding bag limits, deer zone boundaries, game checking and other information go to
www.agfc.com.

Coming up in the outdoors

Aug. 8 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be
"Underwater Arkansas.”

Aug. 8 — Scimitar Shrine Director’s Staff Bass Tournament, Arkansas River behind Alltel Arena, 6 a.m. to 1 p.m. Entry fee is $150 per boat
with 75% payback. For more information call Chris at (501) 749-3025 or Tom at (501) 834-6005.

Aug. 8 — Wildlife Field Day. The U of A Division of Agriculture in Calhoun County will be hosting the field day at the Woodberry Park
Community Center beginning at 10 a.m. This event will bring in professionals from across the state to discuss many different wildlife
management aspects. The cost for the program will be $10 payable to the Calhoun County Extension Office at the door. The fee covers fact
sheets and other literature. Due to size limitation, there will be a maximum of 50 people allowed to participate in this program. Interested
participants please preregister prior to Aug. 5 at 4 p.m. Lunch will be provided. To preregister, or for any additional information, please
contact the Calhoun County Extension Office at (870) 798-2231.

Aug. 8 — Reekie Gardner Jr. White River Bass Classic Tournament, team bass fishing (two people per team). Entry fee is $65 per boat.
Registration will be held at B & R Marine, 840 Batesville Blvd. in Batesville, Aug. 6-7, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. For more information, call (870) 793-
8275.

Aug. 13 - Wildlife Habitat Management for Landowners, 7 p.m.-8 p.m., Witt Stephens Jr. Central Arkansas Nature Center in Little Rock.
There are many things landowners can do to make property more attractive to wildlife. Jason Honey and Matt Mourot, wildlife biologists for
the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, will discuss topics such as fall food plots, native plants, controlled burning to benefit wildlife,
forest canopy openings, water resources and more. The seminar is designed for landowners with 40 acres or more to manage. Hunting clubs
and leases and individual property owners are invited to attend for ideas on wildlife habitat management. The Central Arkansas Nature
Center is located within Riverfront Park in the River Market District of downtown Little Rock. Free parking is available along streets in the
River Market District. Seating is limited, so call the nature center office at (501) 907-0636 to register to attend.

Aug 15- Russellville First Flight Chapter of Delta Waterfowl banquet at First Baptist Church Fellowship Hall. The church is located at 200
South Denver. The fellowship hall entrance is one block over on South El Paso. The doors will open at 5:30 p.m.

Aug 15-16 - Arkansas Catfishing Association tournament at lakes Millwood and Earling in southwest Arkansas. Open tournament to the
general public. Double catch donated to Hope in Action charity. For more information contact Paul Schweyer of Barling at
paulschweyer@sbcglobal.net or (479) 452-1652 or (479) 719-0474, or Lee Fields of Pope County at leefields@centurytel.net or (479)
331-0399 or cell (870) 577-7289.

Aug. 16 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be "Float
Tube Fishing.”
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Aug. 22 — East Arkansas Chapter of Ducks Unlimited membership banquet, Southland Gaming and Racing Park in West Memphis. For
more information contact Jason Rodgers at (870) 225-6642 or agoinc4450@aol.com.

Aug. 23 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be "Back to
School Special.”

Aug. 27 — Hanging Duck Chapter Delta Waterfowl Dinner, Knights Of Columbus Hall, 10203 Columbus Acres Road in Fort Smith. Social
beginst at 5:30 p.m. followed by the dinner at 6:30 p.m. Youth tickets are $25, single tickets are $45, couple’s tickets are $60, sponsor tickets
are $250 and a corporate table for 8 is $600. Steve “Wildman” Wilson, with the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, will be the Master of
Ceremonies. 2008 World Champion Duck Caller Ryan Nolan will provide a calling demonstration. Minnow Races for the Kids. A live auction,
silent auction and gun table will be available as well as grand prize drawings. For ticket information contact Tim Kelly at (479) 739-8667.

Aug. 28 — Ouachita Flyway Chapter of Delta Waterfowl banquet, Caddo Event Center in Caddo Valley near Arkadelphia. Social starts at
5:30 p.m. followed by dinner. Tickets are $40 for a single, $60 for a couple, student discounts also are available. The chapter requests that
all people planning to attend call or email Tommy Womack at (870) 230-3215, tommy_womack@hotmail.com.

Aug. 29 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be
"Catfishing on the Mississippi River.”

Sept. 5 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be "Preparing
for Hunting Season.”

Sept. 12 — University of Arkansas Community College at Morrilton Skeet Shoot, 2 p.m. at the Point Remove Lodge in Hattieville. This year
Andy Miller is scheduled to do a shooting exhibition. Again this year, the Ducks Unlimited Green Wing shoot for kids ages 8-14 will be
featured. For more information call Kristi Strain at (501) 977-2085 or by email at strain@uaccm.edu.

Sept. 12 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be "Wing
Shooting.”

Sept. 12 — Greers Ferry Lake and Little Red River cleanup, 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. Free picnic and entertainment at Narrows Park from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. Come with or without boats between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. to reporting stations at commercial marinas on the lake for the Greers Ferry
National Fish Hatchery or trout docks on the river. Bring your life jacket. Litter bags will be provided. For additional information, call (888)
490-4357, (501) 362-2416 or (501) 324-5156.

Sept. 12 — Jacksonville Chapter of Ducks Unlimited membership banquet, old Wal-Mart building in Jacksonville. For more information
contact Matt Robinson at (501) 412-8055 or jacksonvilledu@aol.com.

Sept. 17 — North Little Rock Chapter of Ducks Unlimited membership banquet, Sherwood Forest in Sherwood. For more information contact
Pat Mahan at (501) 743-6154 or northlittlerock@yahoo.com.

Sept. 20 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be "Bass
Fishing and Canada Goose Hunting.”

Sept. 22 — 7th Annual Lonoke County CASA Outdoors at the Cabot Community Center. All proceeds from the live auction and the silent
auction will be used to assist abused and neglected children in the 23rd Judicial District of Arkansas. Some premier hunting and fishing trips
as well as various other outdoor related items will be auctioned to the highest bidder. Tickets are $20 per adult and $10 per child and are
available from the Lonoke County CASA headquarters at (501) 676-6533. The doors open at 6 p.m.

Sept. 25 — Toad Suck Chapter of Ducks Unlimited membership banquet, Knights of Columbus Hall in Conway. For more information contact
Jeremy Abbott at (501) 428-3161 or jerabb@yahoo.com.

Sept. 26 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be "National
Hunting and Fishing Day.”

Sept. 26 — South Logan County Chapter of Ducks Unlimited membership banquet, 1st Baptist Church in Booneville. For more information
contact Josh Boersma at (479) 518-4250 or hoersma66@yahoo.com.

Oct. 3 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be "Arkansas’s
Elk Herd.”

Oct. 5 — Benton County Chapter of Ducks Unlimited membership banquet, The Quail Barn in Bentonville. For more information contact Todd
Etzel at (501) 613-1874 or toddetzel@sbcglobal.net or Blayne Estes at (479) 721-3394 or baestes@cox.net.

Oct. 10 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be "Arkansas
Alligator Hunt.”

Oct. 17 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be
"Largemouth Bass Fishing.”

Oct. 24 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be "Deer
Hunting.”

Oct. 31 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be "Deer
Season Forecast.”
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Nov. 3 — Marion Chapter of Ducks Unlimited membership banquet, The Greens at Marion Clubhouse in Marion. For more information
contact Irwin Burton at (870) 739-3442 or redneck_squirrel@yahoo.com.

Nov. 19 — Phillips County Chapter of Ducks Unlimited membership banquet, Phillips County Community College in Helena-West Helena. For
more information contact Jason Smith at (870) 995-6103 or jason6868@att.net.

Nov. 19 — Paragould Chapter of Ducks Unlimited membership banquet, Paragould National Guard Armory. For more information contact
Jerrod Brown at (870) 215-3212 or william.brown@smail.astate.edu.

Dec. 5 — Clear Creek Chapter of Ducks Unlimited membership banquet, Alma Boys and Girls Club. For more information contact Jeremy
Teff at (479) 409-4646 or duckranger@gmail.com.

For the latest in Arkansas Game and Fish Commission information go to www.agfc.com or
call the Wildlife Information Hotline, (800)440-1477.
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