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Urban deer hunt applications now available  
LITTLE ROCK – Due to increasing nuisance deer complaints, the Arkansas 
Game and Fish Commission and four Arkansas cities have joined together to 
offer limited urban archery hunts to combat the overpopulated deer herd.  

Hunts in Horseshoe Bend, Cherokee Village, Bull Shoals and Hot Springs 
Village are scheduled for this fall. These special seasons require more of 
hunters than most, although it’s worth the effort. Two hundred fifty 
applications will be randomly selected for each of the hunts with the exception 
of the Hot Springs Village hunt. During that hunt, 200 permits will be issued.  

Chosen applicants must pass the International Bowhunter Education Program 
course before they attend a hunter-orientation class and take shooting 
proficiency tests. There are two options to meet the bowhunter education 
requirements. The first is to take the traditional eight-hour class (see schedule 
below). The second method is to take the classroom portion online then 
attend an IBEP Field Day to complete the requirement. The online class can 
be accessed at www.nbef.org and clicking the distance learning button. 
There is a $20 charge for the online test. IBEP Field Days will be held after 
each hunter orientation meeting in each city so a hunter could meet all the 
requirements in one day using the online class option. Once a bowhunter has received his IBEP card it is good for life and recognized 
internationally.  

The hunter-oriented shooting proficiency test for the Horseshoe Bend hunt will be Aug. 29 at Veteran’s Park in Horseshoe Bend beginning at 1 
p.m. For the Cherokee Village hunt, the hunter orientation and shooting test will be held Aug. 29 at the Baseheart Fire Station in Cherokee Village 
beginning at 8 a.m. The hunter orientation and shooting test for the Bull Shoals hunt will be Sept. 12 at the Bull Shoals Archery Range starting at 
8 a.m. The Hot Springs Village hunter orientation and shooting proficiency test will be held at the Woodlands Community Center in Hot Springs 
Village beginning at 8 a.m.  

Hunts in Horseshoe Bend and Cherokee Village will be held Sept. 8-Nov. 15 and Jan. 1-31, 2010. The Bull Shoals hunts will be held Sept. 14-
Nov. 15 and Jan. 1-31, 2010. The hunt in Hot Springs Village will be Sept. 14-27. There is no bag limit, although the first deer taken by a hunter 
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must be a doe. Deer taken after that may be either sex. Hunters must donate their first deer to Arkansas Hunters Feeding the Hungry. Deer taken 
in the urban hunts do not count in a hunter’s seasonal bag limit, and the three-point rule does not apply. Hunters must hold an Arkansas 
Sportsman’s License and an Urban Bowhunting Permit.  

A $35 fee, which includes Arkansas Bowhunters Association membership, covers liability insurance. Only longbows, recurve bows or compound 
bows with at least 40-pound draw weight and arrowheads at least seven-eighths of an inch wide may be used. Hunters on private property must 
have written permission from the landowner. Other regulations also apply.  

Pick up an application and a list of all regulations at Arkansas Game and Fish Commission headquarters, 2 Natural Resources Dr. in Little Rock 
or at the AGFC regional offices in Hot Springs, Calico Rock or Russellville. Applications must be postmarked by July 1. For more information on 
the hunts or to be mailed an urban hunt application, call the AGFC at (501) 223-6359.  

IBEP Class Schedule:  

Aug. 1 - Gov. Mike Huckabee Delta Rivers Nature Center in Pine Bluff, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., (870) 534-0011 to pre-register.  
Aug. 8 - Cherokee Village/Horseshoe Bend, Omaha Recreation Center in Cherokee Village, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., email tom@monticellonews.net to 
pre-register.  
Aug. 15 - Bull Shoals, White River State Park Visitor Center, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., email tom@monticellonews.net to pre-register.  
Aug. 22 - Hot Springs Village, Meeting Room, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., email tom@monticellonews.net to pre-register.  

IBEP Field Days:  

Aug. 29 - Cherokee Village Orientation/Shooting Test/IBEP Field Day 8 a.m.-12 noon, Cherokee Village Baseheart Fire Station, email 
tom@monticellonews.net to pre-register for IBEP Field Day portion.  
Aug. 29 - Horseshoe Bend Orientation/Shooting Test/IBEP Field Day, 1 p.m.-5 p.m. Veterans Memorial Park, email tom@monticellonews.net to
pre-register for IBEP Field Day portion.  
Sept. 12 - Bull Shoals Orientation/Shooting Test/IBEP Field Day, 8 a.m.-12 noon, email tom@monticellonews.net to pre-register for IBEP Field 
Day portion.  
Sept. 12 - Hot Springs Village Orientation/Shooting Test/IBEP Field Day, 8 a.m.-12 noon, email tom@monticellonews.net to pre-register for 
IBEP Field Day portion.  

Arkansas Youth Shooting Sports Program state championship is June 5-6  
LONOKE – If you’re looking for fierce competition this weekend, look no further than the Arkansas 
Youth Shooting Sports Program state championship. The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
program winds down with the state championship June 5-6 at the Remington firing range in Lonoke. 
What started in 2006 with just over 900 kids has blossomed into a statewide phenomenon with over 
4,000 youngsters competing across the state. On Friday, the top 64 junior squads will compete 
followed by the top 64 senior teams on Saturday - a total of 320 shooters each day will be 
competing. Competition begins each day at 8 a.m.  

Through this competitive trap-shooting league, high-school-aged children have experienced the 
excitement of real-world shooting without the need for expensive hunting leases or equipment.  

Young hunters have sharpened their skills and children who have no desire to pursue ducks, doves 
or other game still get to enjoy the challenge of shooting clay targets as they streak away. The 
program teaches safe gun-handling skills to children who may never take a hunter’s education 
course and gives children from all backgrounds the chance to learn how much fun waits for them 
beyond the video screen.  

Each team consists of at least five high-school-age members and a coach who has attended 
certification training through the AGFC. Teams can be all boys, all girls or a mixture of both. The 
junior division will compete on Friday, June 5 followed by the senior division on Saturday, June 6.  

We have two classifications based on age, but that’s the only thing we separate shooters by, 
AYSSP coordinator Chuck Woodson said. “Shooting a shotgun isn’t a feat of strength. It’s about 
coordination and concentration. In fact, we have many girls who can outshoot the boys,” he said.  

For more information on the Arkansas Youth Shooting Sports Program and the state tournament, 
contact program coordinator Chuck Woodson, (501) 978-7326 or visit www.agfc.com/education-
class/programs/ayssp.aspx.  

Free Fishing Days event covers two weekends in Arkansas  
By Samantha Holschbach  
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission  

LITTLE ROCK – Free Fishing Days of the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission will 
encompass two weekends this year, a change from past years in which only one Free Fishing 
Days weekend was offered. Free Fishing Days will start at noon Friday, June 5, through 
midnight Sunday, June 7 and again at noon Friday, June 12, through midnight Sunday, June 
14. No sport fisherman, resident or non-resident, will be required to have a fishing license or a 
trout permit to fish anywhere in Arkansas during these times.  
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An annual tradition, Free Fishing Days furnishes many citizens and visitors with an opportunity to enjoy the popular outdoor activity. Free Fishing 
Days are part of the National Fishing Week celebration. Mike Armstrong, chief of fisheries for the AGFC, said the annual event is a lot of fun for 
employees as well as the public. “We want to encourage Arkansas people as well as visitors who come to our state, who may not be fishermen, to 
give it a try. We especially encourage parents to go fishing with their kids. Young people under 16 don’t need a fishing license anyway, and if their
moms and dads will go along, it can make a family outing that they’ll all enjoy,” Armstrong explained.  

How do you get into fishing? Armstrong suggested that beginners make a stop at a sporting goods outlet, a boat dock or one of the AGFC 
regional offices for pointers on the basics of fishing in Arkansas. Open houses and fishing derbies for youngsters are planned at five state fish 
hatcheries in Arkansas June 13 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more information on the derbies, phone the AGFC Fisheries Division office at (501) 223-
6371. For other fishing derbies around the state, click on Fishing Derbies.  

Youngsters 12 and under will be allowed to fish with the supervision of an adult. Children may catch and keep up to three catfish (or three trout at 
the Jim Hinkle Spring River State Fish Hatchery).  

Derbies will be at:  

*Andrew Hulsey State Fish Hatchery, Hot Springs, (877) 525-8606.  

*Charlie Craig State Fish Hatchery, Centerton, (877) 795-2470.  

*William Donham State Fish Hatchery, Corning, 877-857-3876.  

*Joe Hogan State Fish Hatchery, Lonoke, (877) 676-6963.  

*Jim Hinkle Spring River State Fish Hatchery, Mammoth Spring, (877) 625-7521.  

Fishing versatility depends on your creativeness  
LITTLE ROCK – If you are past the beginner stage as an Arkansas 
fisherman, chances are you have tried more than one venue, more than one 
method of angling.  

This could be casting gear for largemouth bass, fly fishing equipment for 
trout, poles and minnows or jigs for crappie, even trotlines for catfish. Some 
items may be gathering dust now.  

OK, do a bit of thinking, get the unused or little-used items out of storage and 
put them to work differently from what you originally intended, suggest some 
veteran anglers at the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission.  

Crappie and bream fishing is not restricted to long cane poles or lengthy 
fiberglass rigs. Many Arkansans use these, though. A cane pole, bought or 
cut from a patch of cane, is a simple tool needing just fishing line attached to 
it. It is handy to have a line winder near the butt of the pole to store excess 
line. After all, those crappie or bream could be anywhere from 2 to 20 feet 
deep.  

Even better for storing line is a fly reel. Yes, it’s a strange mix, but it can work.  

In fly fishing, the reel is for line storage, not for playing and landing a fish. The 
same principle applies to poles. You let out line to the desired distance then flip or swing a bait or a jig to the spot you think a fish is lurking. Get a 
hit, and you raise the rod then swing the fish to you or into the boat.  

The reel or the line winder isn’t in use during this process except to take up 
excess line.  

Depending on the type, a fly fishing reel may easily be made to fit a cane 
pole. If not, some rigging with tape or even clamps could be needed. 
Consider small hose clamps if necessary to fasten the fly reel to the pole.  

Why not just use the fly rod with the reel? OK, try it, but the fly rod may be too 
limber for the crappie and bream work you have in mind.  

Another line of thinking applies to lures and cane poles. Sure they can be 
teamed.  

A small crank bait can be tied on a line from a cane pole then tossed into 
position and worked with short jerks or in a figure eight pattern. You are 
focusing on an area of just a few feet, not a long retrieve like is used in bass 
fishing.  

Jigs can be dropped into openings just a few inches wide with a cane pole. 
This is an ancient method that was modified into the California-birthed flippin’ 
technique back in the 1970s.  
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Take a look at some of that gear gathering dust. You might find it handy beyond the plan for which you originally acquired it.  

Boating education class schedule  
Click here for boating education information: http://www.agfc.com/education-class/boating-education.aspx  

Hunter education class schedule  
Click here for hunter education information: http://www.agfc.com/education-class/hunter-education.aspx  

What’s open for hunting  
Current and approaching seasons in Arkansas: 
Spotted Skunk, Weasel Hunting:  
Closed  

Furbearers  
Raccoon night hunting: sunset, July 1-sunrise, Aug. 31.  
Bobcat hunting: from the first day of spring turkey season through June 8.  
Coyote hunting: from the first day of spring turkey season through June 14.  
Badger, spotted skunk and weasel hunting: Closed.  

Spring Squirrel Season  
Statewide: May 16-June 14.  

Deer  

Archery  
Statewide: Oct. 1-Feb. 28  

Muzzleloader  
Zones 1, 1A, 2, 3, 4A, 5A, 6, 6A, 7, 8, 8A, 10, 11, 13, 14 and 15: Oct. 17-25 and Dec. 19-21  
Zones 9, 12, 16, 16A and 17: Oct. 17-25 and Dec. 29-31  
Zones 4, 4B, 5 and 5B: Closed  

Modern Gun  
Zones 1, 1A, 2, 3, 6, 6A, 7, 8, 8A, 10 and 11: Nov. 14-Dec. 6  
Zone 4: Nov. 14-15  
Zone 5: Nov. 14-159 and Nov. 21-22  
Zones 4A, 5A, 13, 14 and 15: Nov. 14-Dec. 13  
Zones 4B and 5B: Nov. 14-22  
Zones 9 and 12: Nov. 14-Dec. 20  
Zones 16, 16A and 17: Nov. 14-Dec. 25  
Christmas Holiday Modern Gun Deer Hunt is Dec. 26-28 statewide.  
The Special Youth Modern Gun Deer Hunt is Nov. 7-8 and Jan. 2-3 statewide excluding certain WMAs where a modern gun or muzzleloader 
permit is required to hunt.  

Bear  

Archery  
Zone 1: Oct. 1-Nov. 30  
Zone 2: Sept. 15-Nov. 30  
Zones 3, 4, 5, 5A, 6 and 7: Closed  

Muzzleloader  
Zones 1 and 2: Oct. 17-25  
Zones 3, 4, 5, 5A, 6 and 7: Closed  

Modern Gun  
Zones 1 and 2: Nov. 9-30  
Zone 5: Dec. 5-13  
Zone 5A: Nov. 28-Dec. 13  
Zones 3, 4, 6 and 7: Closed  
Special Youth Modern Gun Bear Hunt  
Zones 1 and 2 (does not include WMAs requiring a deer permit to harvest a bear): Nov. 7-8  
Zones 3, 4, 5, 5A, 6 and 7: Closed  

Fall Turkey Season  

Archery  
Statewide: Oct. 1-Feb. 28  

Firearms  
Zones 3, 5B, 6 and 17: Oct. 26-Nov. 1  
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Coming up in the outdoors  

Zones 1, 1A, 2, 4, 4A, 4B, 5, 5A, 7, 7A, 8, 9, 9A and 10: Closed  

Elk  
Zones 1, 2, 3, 4 and A: Sept. 21-25  
Zones 1, 2, 3, 4, A and B: Dec. 7-11  
Zone A: Sept. 21-25 and Dec. 7-11  
Zone B: Dec. 7-11  

Quail  
Statewide: Nov. 1-Feb. 7  

Rabbit  
Statewide: Sept. 1-Feb. 28  

Fall Squirrel Season  
Statewide: Sept. 5-Feb. 28  

Spring 2010 Squirrel Season  
May 15-June 13  

Crow  
Statewide: Sept. 5-Feb. 20  

Furbearers (2009-2010) 
Gray fox, mink, red fox and striped skunk hunting: sunrise, Sept. 1-sunset, Feb. 28  
Opossum Hunting: sunrise, Sept. 1- sunset Feb. 28 
Bobcat hunting: sunrise, Oct. 1-sunset, Feb. 28 and from the first day of spring turkey season through the last day of spring squirrel season.  
Coyote hunting: sunrise, July 1-sunset, Feb. 28 and from the first day of spring turkey season through June 14.  
River otter hunting: sunrise, Nov. 4-sunset, Feb. 28  
Raccoon night hunting: sunset, July 1-sunrise, Aug. 31  
Raccoon day or night hunting: sunrise, Sept. 1-sunset, March 31  
Muskrat, nutria, beaver hunting: sunrise, Sept. 1-sunset, March 31  
Badger, spotted skunk and weasel hunting: Closed  
Furbearer trapping (other than beaver, coyote, muskrat, nutria): sunrise, Nov. 14-sunset, Feb. 21  
Coyote trapping: sunrise, Aug. 1-sunset, March 31  
Beaver, muskrat, nutria trapping: sunrise, Nov. 14-sunset, March 31  

The 2010 deer season opening dates:  

Deer (archery): Friday, Oct. 1, 2010  
Deer (muzzleloader): Saturday, Oct. 16, 2010  
Deer (modern gun): Saturday, Nov. 13, 2010  

2010 Spring Turkey Public Meetings:  
Tuesday, Aug. 25, 7 p.m.-9 p.m.  

2010-2011 General Public Meetings:  
Tuesday, Jan. 5, 2010, 7 p.m.-9 p.m.  

For further hunting changes regarding bag limits, deer zone boundaries, game checking and other information go to www.agfc.com.

June 5-7 - The 6th annual Arkansas Casting for Recovery Retreat will be held at Gaston’s on the White River.  This is a two-and-a-half day retreat 
is provided free of cost to 14 breast cancer survivors in Arkansas who are randomly selected after an application process. The women selected 
for this retreat will be given the opportunity to learn how to fly fish from well known female fly fishing instructors.  Fly-fishing has been known to 
provide a gentle form of upper extremity mobilization and exercise while allowing for a healing connection to the natural world and relieving 
everyday stressors. The retreat also offers medical and psychosocial support and allows the participants to focus on wellness while providing an 
avenue for social support. To apply for this retreat, fill out an application form from www.castingforrecovery.org or call (888) 553-3500. The 
deadline is March 27.  For more information, call the state coordinator Kerri Russell at (479) 640-8319.  

June 6 - Benton County Longbeards Chapter of the National Wild Turkey Federation Heritage Banquet at the Northwest Arkansas Quails 
Unlimited Building, Highway 72 West in Bentonville. Doors open at 4 p.m. There will be archery, the Daisy BB gun trailer and other opportunities 
for young people and others a like. For more information call James Barger at (479) 531-2359 or Bobby King (479) 295-1911 or Chris Hinkle at 
(479) 790-3260.  

June 7 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be “North Pulaski 
County Catfishin’.”  

June 13 - Dr. Merlin Tuttle, Internationally recognized bat authority will present “The Amazing World of Bats” during Bat-O-Rama XX at Devil’s 
Den State Park. Dr. Tuttle has traveled the world for more than 45 years studying and photographing hundreds of bat species. His scientific 
discoveries have been published in leading scientific journals. His popular articles and photos have appeared in hundreds of books and 
magazines, including five articles in National Geographic. The founder of Bat Conservation International, Dr. Tuttle and his staff have been 
working to conserve bats and bat habitats for 27 years. The presentation begins at 8:45 p.m. at the park amphitheater. Admission is free. For 
more information on the weekend’s programs telephone the park at (479) 761-2239 any day between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. or e-mail 
harry.harnish@arkansas.gov.  
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June 13 - The Friends of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery will again sponsor the annual Kids Fishing Derby at Quarry Park below Norfork Dam 
on Saturday, June 13. This is the AGFC free fishing day and AGFC staff will be in attendance on the day of the derby to help out. We will have a 
prize for every child who fishes. The derby is open to all kids between the ages of 3 and 15. Lunch will be provided.  

June 13 - National Wild Turkey Federation Wild Turkey Woodlands Landowner Workshop at the Thomas and Rhonda Baker farm north of 
Pocahontas. This event is jointly sponsored by the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, NWTF, the Arkansas Forestry Commission and the 
National Resources Conservation Commission. There is no charge and lunch will be provided. To register for the workshop, contact Dennis 
Daniel, NWTF regional biologist at (936) 208-9698. Deadline is June 10.  

June 13 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be “Catchin’ 
Largemouth Bass.”  

June 20 - Arkansas Catfishing Association tournament at Blue Mountain Lake (children under 16 are welcomed to attend). For more information 
contact our Paul Schweyer of Barling at paulschweyer@sbcglobal.net or (479) 452-1652 or (479) 719-0474, or Lee Fields of Pope County at 
leefields@centurytel.net, (479) 331-0399 or cell (870) 577-7289 or go to http://arkcats.org/Home_Page.php.  

June 20 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be “Father’s Day 
Special.”  

June 25 – Want to know more about Arkansas bats? Check out “Bats: Fact and Fiction” at the Witt Stephens Central Arkansas Nature Center in 
Little Rock, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Learn about rabies, species of bats in Arkansas, which are on the endangered species list and many other 
topics. Blake Sasse, non-game mammal coordinator for the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, will be on hand to give information on bats, 
their importance to the ecosystem and how to install bat houses. Call the nature center office at (501) 907-0636 weekdays between 8 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. to register.  

June 25 – AGFC Commission monthly meeting in Lake Village. Topics include the early migratory bird season proposals.  

June 27 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be “Ridin’ and 
Reelin’.”  

June 30 - Arkansas Catfishing Association tournament at Blue Mountain Lake (children under 16 are encouraged to attend). For ACA members: 
rod and reel, catch and release, and alive and well. Open tournament to the general public. For an ACA application form, constitution and bylaws, 
local conditions and information along with the rules and regulations view our website at http://arkcats.org/Home_Page.php or Melissa Davis of 
Siloam Springs at (479) 957-5424 or by email at cozydranch@yahoo.com, or Paul Schweyer of Barling, paulschweyer@sbcglobal.net at (479) 
452-1652 or (479) 719-0474.  

July 4 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be “Chairman 
Freddie Black Looks Back on 7 Years.”  

July 11 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be “Float Tube 
Fishin’.”  

July 18 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be “Trout Fishin’ on 
the White River.”  

July 18 - Arkansas Catfishing Association tournament at Lake Norfolk (Gamaliel). Open tournament to the general public. For more information 
contact Paul Schweyer of Barling at paulschweyer@sbcglobal.net or (479) 452-1652 or (479) 719-0474, or Lee Fields of Pope County at 
leefields@centurytel.net or (479) 331-0399 or cell at (870) 577-7289 or go to http://arkcats.org/Home_Page.php.  

July 25 - Talkin’ Outdoors at the Corner Café with Steve “Wildman” Wilson, 9 a.m. on KARK Channel 4. Topic of the show will be “Smallmouth 
Fishin’ with Duane Hada.”  

Aug. 8 – Scimitar Shrine Director’s Staff Bass Tournament, Arkansas River behind Alltel Arena, 6 a.m. to 1 p.m. Entry fee is $150 per boat with 
75% payback. For more information call Chris at (501) 749-3025 or Tom at (501) 834-6005.  

Aug 15-16 - Arkansas Catfishing Association tournament at lakes Millwood and Earling in southwest Arkansas. Open tournament to the general 
public. Double catch donated to Hope in Action charity. For more information contact Paul Schweyer of Barling at paulschweyer@sbcglobal.net 
or (479) 452-1652 or (479) 719-0474, or Lee Fields of Pope County at leefields@centurytel.net or (479) 331-0399 or cell (870) 577-7289.

2 Natural Resources Drive - Little Rock, AR 72205 - (800) 364-4263 - (501) 223-6300 - www.agfc.com  
Aristotle Web Design Services 
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