








Regulations for Flowing Waters

should not eat more than two meals per month of largemouth bass (13 inches to 16 inches long). Other fish may
be eaten without restriction. For more information on mercury contamination, see Page 17.

* From Stillion Bridge to the Ouachita River
Pregnant women, women who may become pregnant, women who are breast-feeding, and children under the age
of seven should not eat flathead or blue catfish, pickerel, gar, bowfin, drum, largemouth bass (13 inches or longer)
or other species of bass because of mercury contamination. Others should not eat flathead catfish, gar, bowfin,
drum, pickerel or largemouth bass (over 16 inches long) or other species of bass and should not eat more than two
meals per month of largemouth bass (13 inches to 16 inches long) or blue catfish. Other fish may be eaten without
restriction. For more information on mercury contamination, see Page 17.

* From Stillion Bridge to the mouth, including all waters accessible by hoat from the main channel
Largemouth bass must be 14 inches or longer to keep.

Spavinaw Creek, (Benton County) »yifip

From its source downstream east of the Highway 59 bridge: Catch-and-release area. A trout permit is required.
Trout must be released immediately. Only artificial lures with a single, barbless hooking point shall be used (natural
or scented baits are not allowed). Chumming is not allowed. Anglers may use no more than one fishing rod or pole,
and must attend it at all times. No other devices may be used to catch fish.

Spring River (0zark Zone Quality Stream) >yl
Smallmouth bass daily limit is two and each must be at least 14 inches
long to keep. Only two brown trout, 16 inches or longer, may be
retained. Only 2 cutthroat trout, 16 inches or longer, may be retained.
* From 100 yards below Dam No.1 at Mammoth Spring State Park to the mouth of
Myatt Creek
Anglers may use no more than two fishing rods and must attend them at
all times. No other devices may be used to catch fish.
* (Cold Springs Access
Handicapped-accessible fishing pier is available.

Return Ozark Hellbenders
unharmed to the Spring River.

Spring River, South Fork (Ozark Zone Quality Stream)

Smallmouth bass daily limit is two and each must be at least 14 inches long to keep.

St. Francis River, from the Missouri state line to the Payneway Structure
Catfish may be snagged Jan. 1-Feb. 15 with a daily limit of 5 catfish, of which no more than 2 flathead catfish may
be taken.

Strawberry River, Horseshoe Bend Pool (Izard County)

Game fish dally limit is half the statewide limit (see Page 9). Largemouth, smallmouth and spotted bass must be
12 inches or longer to keep. Open to fishing with rod or pole on? You may use no more than two fishing rods and
must attend them at all times. Below U.S. Highway 167 hoggmg and noodling season is June 1-Oct. 3.

White River, 0zark Zone Stream iy

Smallmouth bass must be at least 12 inches long to keep.

* FromBeaver Lake Dam downstream to Table Rock Lake (including all of its tributaries)
Walleye must be at least 18 inches long with a daily limit of four.

* BeaverTailwater
White River from 100 yards below Beaver Dam to boundary signs at Houseman Access. A trout permit is
required. Anglers may use no more than one fishing rod or pole and must attend it at all times. No other devices
may be used to catch fish other than as specified for the paddlefish-snagging season.

* BeaverTailwater Slot Limit
From Beaver Dam to boundary signs at Houseman Access. Trout from 13 to 16 inches in length must be released
immediately and may not be in possession in this area. Only one fish exceeding 16 inches long may be kept. Bait
fishing allowed only with a single, barbless hooking point (barbed-shaft baitholder hooks allowed).

* Beaver Tailwater Special Regulation Area
Artificial lures only area/no bait zone. Approximately 0.5 miles below Beaver Dam to approximately 100 yards
upstream of Parker Bend Access as indicated by signs. Only artificial lures with a single, barbless hooking point
shall be used. Natural or scented baits are not allowed. Chumming is not allowed.

* Paddlefish Snagging Season
From Beaver Lake Dam, (from the Corps of Engineers “No Fishing Beyond This Point” sign downstream) to
the first Corps boat ramp on the left descending bank: From April 15 to June 15, snagging game fish is legal.
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Regulations for Flowing Waters

Snagging must be discontinued once two trout have been taken. Snagged fish may not be released.
* From Bull Shoals Dam to 100 yards downstream
Fishing is not allowed.
* Bull Shoals Tailwater
From 100 yards below Bulls Shoals Dam to Highway 58 Bridge at Guion: A trout permit is required. Anglers may
use no more than one fishing rod or pole and must attend it at all times. No other devices shall be used to catch
fish. Only two brook tout, 14 inches or longer may be retained. Only one brown trout, 24 inches or longer may be retained.
Only two cutthroat trout, 16 inches or longer may be retained.
* Bull Shoals Catch-and-Release Areas
In the following areas, trout must be released immediately. Only artificial lures with a single, barbless hooking point ora
single, barbless treble hook may be used (natural or scented haits are not allowed). Chumming is not allowed:
* Bull Shoals Catch-and-Release Area
From 100 yards below Bull Shoals Dam to the upstream boundary of Bull Shoals White River State Park,
as indicated by signs: Catch-and-release Feb. 1-Oct. 31. Closed to fishing Nov. 1-Jan. 31 downstream to
the wing dike at the Bull Shoals White River State Park Trout Dock;
+ Bull Shoals Seasonal Brown Trout Catch-and-Release Area
From the wing dike at the Bull Shoals White River State Park trout dock to the downstream boundary
of the park: Seasonal catch-and-release area for brown trout Nov. 1-Jan. 31. Brown trout must be released
immediately. No fishing from 30 minutes after sunset until 30 minutes before sunrise.
In the following areas, trout must be released immediately. Only artificial lures with a single, barbless hooking point shall be
used (natural or scented baits are not allowed). Chumming is not allowed:
* Rim Shoals Catch-and-Release Area (near Cotter)
From sign immediately above mouth of Jenkins Creek to the first electric power line downstream, as
indicated by signs;
* Monkey Island Catch-and-Release Area
From the upstream end of Monkey Island to Moccasin Creek, as indicated by signs;
* Sylamore Catch-and-Release Area
Between the upstream and downstream boundary signs as posted by the Arkansas Game and Fish
Commission near the Mt. Olive Access and near Jack’s Resort.
+ Within 1,500 feet in any direction of the confluence of LaGrue Bayou and White River
Water skiing is not allowed.
+ Bay Town/Indian Bay area
Water skiing is not allowed where signs are posted.
o Inthe Arkansas and White River Navigational Canal between Dam No. 1 (Norrell Dam) and the lower guardwall of the dam
Vessels may not be operated except when the tailwater elevation exceeds 104 msl and U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers signs are covered.
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Trout « New this Year For Trout

Refer to pages 54-75 for trout regulations in specific waters.

New this Year For Trout

* Clarification of the downstream boundary for Narrows Tailwater
Trout Area. See Page 71.

¢ Clarification of special regulation area boundaries on Bull Shoals and
Greers Ferry Tailwaters. See pages 72, 75.

* Place a 24-inch minimum length limit 1 fish/day creel limit for
brown trout on the Bull Shoals and Norfork Tailwaters. See pages
72,75.

* Added Entergy Park Pond (Hot Springs) in the Family and
Community Fishing Program under the Community Fishing
Regulation. Check pages 12-13, 58.

¢ Clarified the language regarding the proper way to measure a fish.
Check Page 27.

* Changed the wording of the White River Lakes Agreement from
Highway 62 bridge to Houseman Access. Check pages 18, 74. *
* Clarification that mobility impaired anglers must have a mobility i ‘

impaired card when fishing Dry Run Creek. See Page 70.

IS
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Trout ¢ Trout Regulations Summary

Trout Regulations Summary

* A trout permit is required to keep trout from
any state waters or to fish in the tailwaters below
Beaver Lake, Bull Shoals Lake, Lake Norfork,
Greers Ferry Lake, Lake Greeson or east of
Highway 59 on Spavinaw Creek. Anglers under
16 or holders of the $1,000 Lifetime Resident
Hunting and Fishing Sportsman’s Permit do not
need a trout permit. License requirements are on

pages 16-17.

Trout may not be driven, harassed or pursued
with noise, objects, boats or by wading to
concentrate them.

A guide may not give away his or her fish if it
causes the recipient to exceed his or her daily
limit.

Trout that are filleted or have head or tail
removed may not be in possession while fishing
from the shore, boat or transporting fish by boat
on trout waters.

Anglers may not cull rainbow trout. Once

an angler has retained a rainbow trout on

a stringer, in a livewell or in a fish basket,

the rainbow trout may not be subsequently
released. The only exception is that a rainbow
trout longer than 16 inches may be temporarily
retained in a livewell for measuring, weighing
and photographing before being released when
fishing Bull Shoals and Norfork tailwaters
(except in catch-and-release areas).

* Trout may not be used as bait.

Length x girth x girth

Catch-and-release area rules:

* Trout must be released immediately to the
water.

* Only artificial lures with one, single barbless
hooking point per pole may be used. Some
commercial lures may need to be modified to
be legal in special regulation areas.

* A barbless treble hook may be used in the
Bull Shoals catch-and-release area and the
Bull Shoals seasonal brown trout catch-and-
release area.

* Natural or scented baits are not allowed.
These include baits such as marshmallows,
salmon eggs and moldable substances (for
example, Power Bait, Power Eggs or Zeke’s
Gold). Baits like these contribute to excessive
mortality when the fish is unhooked.

Chumming is not allowed in trout waters
designated with special regulations such as
catch-and-release areas, artificial lures only
areas and areas where natural or scented baits
are prohibited. Chumming is allowed in all
waters except those listed above. Chumming
is defined as dislodging or depositing any
substance not attached to a hook which may
attract fish. Chumming in catch-and-release
areas is prohibited because normal trout feeding
behavior can be disrupted and the stream
environment can be damaged. One common
example of chumming is tossing canned

corn into the water to stimulate feeding. The
technique of dislodging material from the
streambed to attract trout, known as the “San
Juan Shuffle,” is also considered chumming,

680

= weight

The formula for estimating the

weight of a live trout
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Trout ¢ Licenses and Permits

Licenses and Permits

To fish in Arkansas, anglers must have one of the licenses listed below. Anglers under 16 do not need

a fishing license. To find out requirements for eligibility for licenses and permits, such as proof of
residency, age or disability, contact an AGFC office listed on Page 2. Annual fishing licenses are valid one
year from purchase date.

Annual Fishing License (resident) $10.50
3-Day Trip Fishing License (resident) $6.50
65-Plus Lifetime License (See also Trout permits, below)
for residents 65 or older (fishing only) $10.50
for residents 65 or older (hunting and fishing) $35.50
3-Year Disability License (fishing, resident) $10.50
3-Year Disability License (hunting and fishing, resident) $35.50

Lifetime Resident Hunting and Fishing Sportsman’s Permit for residents of any age.

(Holders of this license do not need to purchase annual trout permits.) LU0
Annual Fishing License (nonresident) $40.00
3-Day Trip Fishing License (nonresident) $11.00
7-Day Trip Fishing License (nonresident) $17.00
14-Day Trip Fishing License (nonresident) $22.00

Licenses and permits are nontransferable and nonrefundable.

Trout Permits

In addition to a fishing license, anglers 16 and * Little Red River, from Greers Ferry Dam to
older must have a trout permit to retain trout from Highway 305 bridge
any Arkansas waters or to fish in the following

¢ North Fork of White River, entire stream below
Norfork Dam

waters:

¢ White River, from Beaver Dam to Houseman
Access

o White River, from Bull Shoals Dam to
Highway 58 bridge at Guion

¢ Spavinaw Creck (Benton County) east of
Highway 59

o Little Missouri River, from 100 yards below Lake
Greeson (Narrows Dam) to Muddy Fork Road
(low water bridge)

Trout Permit (resident 16 and older) $5.00
Trout Permit (nonresident 16 and older) $12.00

65-Plus Lifetime Trout Permit

(for holders of 65-plus fishing or combination licenses) B

Trout quides

Any person providing guide services for pay must purchase a resident or nonresident guide license (see

Page 19).
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How to Make a Hook Barbless

TOTAL LENGTH

BITE/THROAT

BARB _

FRONT LENGTH

To make a hook barbless, grip the
shank and pinch the barb with a pair

of smooth-jawed, needlenose pliers.

Crimped completely, the hook is
smooth and will not snag when

passed through cloth.

Catch-and-release Pointers

* Use bronze hooks whenever possible. If the fish swallows the hook, cut
the leader instead of trying to remove it. Bronze dissolves more rapidly
than steel or shiny gold hooks.

* If possible, avoid touching the fish with your hands. Skin contains salts
and oils that may destroy the fish’s protective slime coat. If you must
hold the fish, wet your hands before attempting to land it.

¢ Use nets made of soft materials such as cotton or soft nylon and wet the
netting before landing your fish.

* Keep the fish out of the water only long enough to remove the hook
and take a photo.

* Fish can run out of energy while being caught. When releasing the fish,
hold it in the water to stimulate its gills. Allow the fish to swim away on
its own.



Trout ¢ Scheduled Trout Stockings for 2009

Scheduled Trout Stockings for 2009

Januar Februar March April
Beaver Dam Tailwater
Rainbow Trout 3500 3500 11250 11250
Brown Trout 5000 0 0 0

Blanchard Spring

Rainbow Trout
Bull Shoals Reservoir

1000

1000

1000 2450

Rainbow Trout
Lake Catherine

0

0

30000 0

Rainbow Trout
Lake Hamilton

12300

12000

9700 1320

Rainbow Trout
Little Red River

12000

6625

10000 1875

Rainbow Trout
Narrow Dam Tailwater

8040

11220

21030 25940

Rainbow Trout 34970 19220 11260 3120
Brown Trout 400 0 0 0
Rainbow Trout 2400 8400 9665 13765
Brook Trout 0 0 0 0
Brown Trout 0 0 0 0
Cutthroat Trout 0 0 25000 0

Remmel Dam Tailwater

Rainbow Trout 3200 1800 2000 1500
Rainbow Trout 4200 4155 12530 16260
Brown Trout 0 0 0 0
Cutthroat Trout 0 0 15000 0

Upper Little Missouri River
Rainbow Trout 3700 4200 1800 1800

Family & Community Sites

War Memorial Pond (Little Rock) 400 400 200 0
MacArthur Park Pond (Little Rock) 500 500 250 0
Rock Creek (Little Rock) 1500 1500 1500 0
Boyle Park Pond (Little Rock) 400 400 200 0
Kiwanis/Holt Park Pond (Little Rock) 500 500 250 0
Otter Creek Park Pond (Little Rock) 500 500 250 0
Cabot Community Pond 1000 1000 500 0
Lake Atatlanta (Rogers) 3400 3400 3400 0
Murphy Park Pond (Springdale) 600 600 600 0
Springdale Lake 600 600 600 0
Amon’s Lake (Mountain Home) 300 300 300 300
West Memphis City Park 750 750 750 0
Lake Valencia (Maumelle) 1000 1000 1000 0
Sherwood Community Pond 200 200 0 0
Cherrywood Lake (Sherwood) 700 700 350 0
Pleasant View Park Pond (Russellville) 400 400 400 0
Ft. Roots 0 0 0 0
Martin Luther King Park Pond (Pine Bluff) 500 500 250 0
Little Rock Air Force Base 750 750 750 0
Craighead Forest Park Pond (Jonesboro) 400 400 400 0
Mike & Janet Huckabee Youth and Seniors Pond (Hope) 200 200 200 0
Wells Lake (Ft. Smith) 1700 1700 1700 0
Entergy Park (Hot Springs) 400 400 400 0
Famil%r Park Pond (Hot Springs) 250 250 250 0
Rich Mtn. CC Pond (Mena) 300 300 300 0
Salem City Lake 800 800 800 0
Rainbow Trout 33120 55265 97535 137835
Brook Trout 0 0 0 0
Brown Trout 0 0 0 0
Cutthroat Trout 0 0 150000 45000

Grand Totals
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Trout ¢ Scheduled Trout Stockings for 2009

Ma June Jul August  September  October November  December Totals

11250 9600 10235 10275 10235 10500 2135 2500 96230

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5000
e

2450 2450 3000 3000 2440 1440 1000 1000 22230

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 30000

0

(=]

0 0

(=}

0 3000 3000 41320

0 0 0 0 0 0 3000 4500 38000

31260 29260 33745 29675 22140 19155 21420 7385 260270
-
1320 1320 0 0 0 2010 7320 7120 87660
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 400
-
10340 11270 11280 10805 6955 2195 2615 2605 92295
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15000 15000
0 0 0 0 0 10000 0 0 10000
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 25000

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3480 11980
- _

16260 16170 16170 17440 15260 8720 3740 3320 134225

0 0 0 0 0 10000 0 0 10000

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15000

(=]
(=]
(=)
(=]
(=]
(=]

1000 1500 14000

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 600 1600
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 750 2000
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1500 6000
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 600 1600
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 750 2000
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 750 2000
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1500 4000
0 0 0 0 0 0 3400 3400 17000
0 0 0 0 0 0 600 600 3000
0 0 0 0 0 0 600 600 3000
0 0 0 0 0 0 300 600 2100
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 750 3000
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1000 4000
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 200 600
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1050 2800
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1200
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 500 500
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 750 2000
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 750 3000
0 0 0 0 0 0 200 400 1800
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 400 1000
0 0 0 0 0 0 1700 1700 8500
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 600 1800
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 250 1000
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 300 1200
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 800 3200
109585 139310 145570 143660 121145 108710 55140 36715 1183590
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15000 15000
0 0 0 0 0 105000 0 0 105000
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 195000

2481700
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Trout ¢ Trout Stocked in Arkansas

Trout Stocked in Arkansas

Total daily limit (all species combined) ........... ... 5 trout®
Possession limit: Twice the daily limit

*Some waters have different or special regulations; always check your destination.

Rainbow Trout

Tail spotted,
Pink streak forked

Black spots over
entire body

Fin often
white-tipped

Rainbows often lurk in sheltered water near structure (rocks, dropoffs and logs), adjacent to currents
carrying food. They also seek slow, deep pools for shelter. Rainbows feed on aquatic and terrestrial
insects as well as small fish, crayfish and snails. Although rare in Arkansas, spawning sometimes occurs
in swift, gravelly riffles.

Although they thrive in water cooler than 70 degrees, rainbows are somewhat tolerant of water
temperature fluctuation. Most weigh about 1 pound when caught, although 3- to 5- pounders are not
uncommon. The state record is 19 pounds, 1 ounce.

Cutthroat Trout

Black spotting heavier
towards rear of fish Tail spotted,

forked

Red-orange slash marks on . \
the underside of the jaw Fin never white-tipped

Less common than rainbows, cutthroat trout are known by their bright reddish- orange “cut throat”
mark. Cutthroat trout eat mostly insects, although larger individuals will eat minnows and small fish.
Cutthroats are not as tolerant of high water temperatures as rainbows. They are not known to reproduce
in Arkansas. The state record is 9 pounds, 1 ounce.
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Trout ¢ Trout Stocked in Arkansas

Fish illustrations by Joe Tomelleri

Brown Trout

Sides usually have orange or red
spots with halos

Golden brown to silver

Tail slightly forked,

Abdomen usually yellow faint or no spots

Brown trout prefer water temperatures between 50 and 60 degrees. Young browns feed mostly on small
aquatic invertebrates, while adults prefer crayfish and fish.

Browns reproduce in the White River, below Bull Shoals Dam and in the Little Red River. Seasonal
fishing closures in the early winter on the White River protect the most active spawning areas.

Brown trout are more tolerant of higher temperatures. The upper limiting temperature is 80 degrees.
Most brown trout weigh 2 to 4 pounds when caught, although 5- to 10-pound fish are not uncommon.
The state record, also the world record, is 40 pounds, 4 ounces.

Brook Trout

Light wormlike markings on dark
green upper body

Crimson spots with blue \/

halos and yellow spots White and black edge on
front of lower fins

Brook trout like cold, clear waters and are found just below dams. They frequent undercut banks and large
rocks and logs. Young fish feed mostly on plankton and insects. Adults feed on insects and small fish.

Brook trout have been known to reproduce in Collins Creek. The average brook trout is between a half
pound and a pound in size. The state record is 5 pounds.
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Trout « Minimum Flow

AGFC Continues Push for Minimum Flow

For years, the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission has sought a constant, minimum flow of water
below Bull Shoals and Norfork dams on the White River to improve the state’s valuable trout fishery.

Minimum flow is the release of water below a dam when water is not released for flood control or
electrical generation. Congress has approved minimum flows for Bull Shoals and Norfork dams.
Minimum flows will help keep the White River cold for trout, greatly increase available trout habitat
and help alleviate dissolved oxygen problems of Norfork. Minimum flows will not reduce wade or fly
fishing opportunities or harm lake recreation. Minimum flows will benefit the state both ecologically
and economically.

Bull Shoals and Norfork lakes were built to control flooding and generate electricity. When water is not
released for either purpose, flows are reduced to almost a trickle. The streambed is exposed and the water
temperature may rise to lethal levels for trout. Habitat needed by insects, which are food for trout, is
reduced during low flows.

The federal government will pay the cost of minimum flow as an environmental benefit to the nation,

but the AGFC will pay the cost of moving recreational facilities on Bull Shoals and Norfork lakes. The
AGFC and the Corps of Engineers will determine which boating access and camping facilities require
modification or relocation because of higher lake levels.

The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission will continue to work with the state’s congressional members
and the Corps of Engineers to secure the funding needed to implement minimum flows below Bull

Shoals and Norfork lakes.

Exposed riverbed on the White River reveals the need for minimum flow,
which has been mandated but not funded. AGFC photo.
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