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Licensing and Permits

What kinds of licenses or permits do I 
need to hunt in Arkansas? 
If you are 16 or older, an Arkansas hunting 
license is required to hunt wildlife unless you 
are on a licensed game-bird shooting resort that 
supplies pen-raised birds. The license must be 
carried with you. You may not possess a license 
that belongs to someone else or one that has been 
altered, backdated or counterfeited. If you are 
a nonresident, you may not possess a resident 
license. If you guide, aid or assist someone else for 
pay or other value, you must have a guide license.

Where can I find a license dealer?
Sporting goods stores, hunting and fishing 
supplies stores, some discount chains and AGFC 
offices listed on Page 1 sell most licenses.

How do I buy a license by telephone?
Call (501) 223-6349 between 8 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. in the Little Rock 
area. Or call (800) 364-GAME 
(4263) 24 hours a day/7 days a 
week. Please have your credit card 
and an identification number ready. 
Your identification number can be a 

driver’s license, Social Security number, hunter 
education number, state ID number or passport 
number. Small game and fishing privileges 
become effective immediately. A valid license 
obtained by mail from the AGFC must be in your 
possession before hunting big game (deer, turkey, 
bear, elk or alligator). Lifetime and commercial 
licenses are not available by phone or online. 

How do I buy a license online?
Licenses may be purchased online at  
www.agfc.com. You will be asked to supply personal 
information and a Visa or MasterCard number. A 
receipt and confirmation number will be printed 
on your home printer. A valid license obtained by 
mail from AGFC must be in your possession before 
you may hunt big game (deer, turkey, bear, elk or 
alligator). Small game hunting and fishing privileges 
are effective at the time of purchase.

How do I replace a lost license? 
You may be able to get a replacement for a lost 
license at a reduced cost. Call (501) 223-6349 or  
(800) 364-4263 during office hours for details. 

Do I qualify as a resident?
A resident is any person who physically inhabits 
a bona fide residence within Arkansas for at 
least 60 days and declares themselves a full-time 
resident of Arkansas.

Also, the following students (who must carry proof 
of full-time enrollment in schools, colleges or 
universities while hunting or fishing in Arkansas) 
are eligible to purchase annual resident licenses: 
resident foreign exchange students attending 
school outside of Arkansas; nonresident foreign 
exchange students attending school in Arkansas; 
residents of Arkansas enrolled as full-time students 
in colleges and universities outside of Arkansas; 
and nonresidents enrolled as full-time students in 
colleges and universities in Arkansas.

Ownership of Arkansas real estate by a person 
living outside the state does not qualify the owner 
as a resident. 

Active-duty military personnel assigned to duty 
stations in Arkansas are granted annual or trip 
resident privileges for hunting and fishing. Active-
duty servicemen and women who were Arkansas 
residents at the time of entering service are granted 
annual or trip resident privileges for hunting and 
fishing, regardless of where they are stationed. 

Are there any additional residency 
requirements for licenses? 
The Resident Special Guide License has a 
one-year residency requirement. The Non-
expiring Lifetime Resident Hunting and Fishing 
Sportman’s permits, 65 Plus Lifetime Hunting 
License and the 65 Plus Lifetime Combination 
License have a 60-day residency requirement.

What are disability licenses?
Resident disabled hunters may purchase a three-year 
disability hunting license for $25 or a three-year 
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combination license for $35.50 (includes fishing 
privileges). Proof of 60 day’s Arkansas residency 
and proof of 100 percent disability from the Social 
Security Administration, Department of Veterans 
Affairs or the Railroad Retirement Board is required. 
These licenses expire three years from the date of 
purchase. These licenses are available through the 
Little Rock AGFC Office. Other required permits 
and stamps must be purchased annually.

Who needs to register for HIP?
Hunters 16 or older are required to carry proof 
of Arkansas Harvest Information Program (HIP) 
registration when hunting ducks, geese, doves, 
coots, woodcocks, snipe, rails, gallinules or 
moorhens. Available at no charge, HIP registration 
can be obtained by completing a short survey at 
license dealers or any AGFC office or online at 
www.agfc.com and will be noted on the license 
form.

Which licenses do hunting  
guides need?
A guide is someone who guides hunters for pay 
or other consideration. An Arkansas resident may 
guide hunters on land not owned or leased by the 
AGFC with a Resident Guide License ($25).

An Arkansas resident, who provides proof of at 
least one year’s residency, may guide hunters, but 
not waterfowl hunters, on land owned or leased 
by the AGFC with the Resident Special Guide 
License ($150). There is no nonresident equivalent 
of this license.

A nonresident may guide hunters on land 
not owned or leased by the AGFC with the 
Nonresident Guide License/Hunting ($150).

Hunting guide licenses expire June 30 and do 
not include hunting privileges. These licenses are 
available from AGFC offices listed on Page 1.

Who needs a hunter education card? 
A hunter born after 1968 must 
carry a valid hunter education 
card, unless ‘HE-VERIFIED’ is 
noted on your hunting license. 
Hunters under 16 do not need to have a card if 
they are under the direct supervision of a holder 
of a valid hunting license at least 21 years of age. 
Arkansas honors the home state hunter education 
cards of nonresidents. Call (800) 482-5795 or 
check www.agfc.com for a class schedule. 

Which commercial or wildlife-related 
activities require a license or permit?
Resident Fur Dealer ($50), Nonresident Fur 
Dealer ($100), Resident Trappers Permit 
(Free), Wildlife Breeder/Dealer’s Permit ($50), 
Commercial Wildlife Hunting Resort Permit 
($500), Special Commercial Quail Permit ($25) 
and Game-bird Shooting Resort ($150). A 
complete list is available.  Call (800) 364-4263 
ext. 6456 during business hours. These licenses 
expire June 30.

Which other wildlife-related activities 
require a license or permit?
These include falconry, alligator or alligator 
snapping turtle commerce or farming. Call  
(800) 364-4263 ext. 6456 during business hours 
for information about these licenses or permits.

Get the inside scoop on duck populations by signing up for 
the Arkansas Weekly Waterfowl Report. 
The report is a seasonal newsletter loaded with weather patterns and habitat conditions 
on the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission’s Wildlife Management Areas. Biologists 
throughout the state submit reports from hunters and locals so you can keep track of 
the ducks without leaving the house. 
This free weekly e-newsletter is e-mailed to you each Wednesday during 
waterfowl season or it can be read online each week.  If you would like 
to sign up for this free newsletter, just go to www.agfc.com/enews or 
send an e-mail to arkansasoutdoors@agfc.com.
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Resident Sportsman’s 
License (RS)    $25

Entitles the holder to hunt all game species using modern 
gun, muzzleloader or archery, and to take a total bag limit 
of deer. Valid through June 30. Four deer tags and four 
turkey tags are included with this license.

Resident Wildlife 
Conservation License 
(HNT)
$10.50

Entitles the holder to hunt furbearers, migratory birds, 
quail, rabbit and squirrel and to take one deer using 
modern gun. Valid through June 30. One deer tag is 
included with this license.

Resident Trapper’s 
Permit (TP)    Free

Entitles a holder of a resident hunting license to trap 
furbearers. Valid through June 30. May be obtained at  
www.agfc.com or (800) 364-4263, ext. 6359. Not 
required to hunt furbearers.

Nonresident Annual All 
Game Hunting License 
(NBG)    $300

Entitles the holder to hunt all game species using modern 
gun, muzzleloader or archery. Valid through June 30. Four 
deer tags and four turkey tags are included with this license.

Nonresident 5-Day All 
Game Hunting License 
(AG5)    $150

Entitles the holder to hunt all game species for the five-
day period specified. Two deer tags and two turkey tags 
are included with this license.

Nonresident 3-Day All 
Game Hunting License 
(AG3)    $100

Entitles the holder to hunt all game species for the three-
day period specified. One deer tag and one turkey tag are 
included with this license.

Nonresident Annual 
Small Game Hunting 
License (NRH)    $80

Entitles the holder to hunt migratory birds, quail, rabbit, 
squirrels and furbearers. Valid through June 30.

Nonresident 5-Day Small 
Game Hunting License 
(SG5)    $55

Entitles the holder to hunt migratory birds, quail, rabbit, 
squirrel and furbearers for the five-day period specified.

Nonresident Trapper’s 
Permit (NFT)    $125

Entitles a holder of a nonresident hunting license to trap 
furbearers. Valid through June 30. Not required to hunt 
furbearers.

Arkansas Waterfowl 
Stamp

$7 (DSR) Resident

$20 (DSN) Nonresident

Entitles hunting license holders to hunt waterfowl. Not 
required of youths under 16 or holders of a nonexpiring 
$1,000 Lifetime Resident Sportsman’s Permit. Stamp 
must be signed across the face in ink. Valid through 
June 30. Federal Duck Stamp and HIP registration are 
required. Details of the 65 Plus Lifetime Waterfowl Permit 
are on Page 15.

Licenses are nontransferable and nonrefundable.

License Costs
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65 Plus Lifetime Hunting License ($25) 
entitles Arkansas residents 65 or older to the 
privileges of the Resident Sportsman’s License. 
A Resident Trapper’s Permit is required to trap 
furbearers. HIP registration is required to hunt 
migratory game birds. To hunt waterfowl, a 
state lifetime waterfowl permit (purchased once 
after age 65) and federal waterfowl stamps are 
required in addition to HIP. Proof of applicant’s 
age and 60 days of Arkansas residency are 
required to apply for this license. See Page 12.

65 Plus Lifetime Combination License 
($35.50) entitles Arkansas residents 65 or older 
to the privileges of the resident Sportsman’s 
License (hunting) and the Resident Fisheries 
Conservation License. A Resident Trapper’s 
Permit is required to trap furbearers. HIP 
registration is required to hunt migratory 
game birds. To hunt waterfowl, a state lifetime 
waterfowl permit (purchased once after age 
65) and federal waterfowl stamps are required 
in addition to HIP. A lifetime trout permit 
(purchased once after age 65) must be purchased 
to fish in certain waters. Proof of age and proof of 
residency for the past 60 days must be furnished.

The lifetime waterfowl permit and lifetime trout 
permit are available from the AGFC Little Rock 
Office and AGFC regional offices (Page 1). If 
you wish to purchase a license in person, bring 
proof of your age, such as a driver’s license, 
birth certificate or military record and proof of 
60 days of Arkansas residency, in the form of 

an Arkansas driver’s license or state I.D. card. 
Applications and information are available by 
calling (800) 364-4263 in the Little Rock area 
Monday-Friday, between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m 
or online at www.agfc.com. Lifetime licenses are 
not available by phone or online. 

Nonexpiring Lifetime Resident Hunting 
and Fishing Sportsman’s Permit ($1,000) 
entitles purchasers of any age to the privileges 
of the Resident Sportsman’s License (hunting) 
and the Resident Fisheries Conservation License 
(fishing). Fees for trout permits, leased lands 
permits, alligator permits, elk permits, state 
waterfowl stamps and wildlife management 
area permit hunts are waived with this license. 
License holders must apply, however, for 
WMA hunts, be successfully drawn and return 
notification of acceptance before being issued 
a permit. HIP registration is required to hunt 
migratory game birds. To hunt waterfowl, 
federal waterfowl stamps are required in 
addition to HIP.

This permit is available from the AGFC Little 
Rock Office. If you wish to apply in person, 
bring proof of identification and residency, in 
the form of an Arkansas driver’s license or state 
I.D. card. Applications are available at AGFC 
regional offices or by calling (800) 364-4263 
or (501) 223-6388 in the Little Rock area. 
Lifetime licenses are not available by phone or 
online. Proof of 60 days of Arkansas residency 
is required to apply for this license.

Lifetime Licenses
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Mississippi and Arkansas recognize the validity of Arkansas resident hunting licenses on Mississippi lands 
that lie west of the main channel of the Mississippi River. Mississippi resident hunting licenses are valid on 
Arkansas lands that lie east of the main channel. Resident license holders of either state may hunt migratory 
waterfowl on flowing waters of the Mississippi River, on waters accessible by boat from the main channel 
of the Mississippi River or on state line lakes when the season is open in both states. The St. Francis, White 
and Arkansas rivers and their oxbows are excluded from this agreement. Floodwater is not included in this 
agreement. Hunters must obey the regulations of the state where they’re hunting. See Page 36 and the 
tags insert for tagging requirements.

Tennessee and Arkansas recognize the hunting licenses of both states on the flowing waters of the 
Mississippi River, adjacent waters which are accessible by boat from the river proper and the old river chutes 
that form a common boundary. Excluded are wildlife management areas established by either state and 
the Wolf, Loosahatchie, Hatchie, Forked Deer and Obion rivers. Migratory waterfowl may be hunted on 
these waters by a license holder of either state when the season is open in both states. Hunters may not hunt 
from, nor attach any device or equipment to, land under the jurisdiction of the state in which they are not 
licensed. Hunters must obey regulations of the state that issues the license. Holders of nonresident licenses 
issued by either state have the same privileges as a licensed resident. 

Reciprocal Licenses

Deferred Hunter Education Licenses

A hunter can apply and use a 
Deferred Hunter Education 
License as long as the user:

•  is at least 16 years of age and 
born after December 31, 1968 
and not hunter education 
certified.

•  is in the immediate presence 
of an adult hunter who is 
at least 21 years of age and 
possesses valid hunter education 
certification, or who was born 
on or before December 31, 
1968.

•  possesses a valid Arkansas 
hunting license.

A DHE license can be acquired 
once in a lifetime. The DHE 
license expires June 30. A person 
is not eligible if convicted or 
forfeited bond for prior violation 
of Hunter Education Certification 
Requirements or under AGFC-
sanctioned hunting privilege 
revocations.
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Mobility-impaired Access Permits

Mobility-impaired access permit holders may use an ATV on Commission-owned WMAs to travel on 
graveled, all-weather roads (unless posted closed to vehicles) and on designated mobility-impaired access 
trails. They may use an ATV during muzzleloader and modern gun deer seasons under the restrictions listed 
on Page 69. 

Hunters with the following conditions may call (800) 364-4263 during business hours or visit an AGFC 
regional office (Page 1) for a mobility-impaired access permit application:

•  A permanent physical condition requiring the use of 
a brace, cane, crutch, prosthetic device, wheelchair 
or walker

•  Permanent lung disease which severely restricts 
respiration to the levels stipulated on the application 
form 

•  A permanent physical condition requiring portable 
oxygen 

•  A permanent cardiac condition classified as Class III 
or IV by the American Heart Association 
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Leased Lands Permits

Permits are available for $20 which entitle the  
holder to hunt, trap and camp on the leased 
lands listed above. Each leased lands WMA 
requires a separate permit.

Recreational use of all ATVs, motorcycles, 
bicycles and ORVs is prohibited on Cherokee 
and Jim Kress WMAs. Hunters in possession 
of a valid Cherokee or Jim Kress leased lands 
permit are allowed to use ATVs, motorcycles or 
bicycles on open, maintained roads during an 
open hunting season while traveling to or from 
a camp site or hunting location only. The use 
of horses and mules must comply with WMA 

regulations outlined on Page 71. Youths under 
16 are not required to have a permit. Permits 
are valid for one year from the date of purchase. 
Maps of leased properties are provided when 
permits are purchased.

Hunters must get permission from landowners 
to travel through neighboring private lands. 
Shooting across or hunting within 100 feet 
of any private road controlled by the AGFC 
through a recreational public hunting lease or 
conservation easement agreement on any WMA 
is prohibited (see exceptions on page 70).

LEASED LANDS 

1— Big Timber WMA 

2— Casey Jones WMA 

3— Cherokee WMA 

3A— Jim Kress WMA

4— Gum Flats WMA 

5— Lafayette County WMA

6— Provo WMA 

7— Moro Big Pine  

Natural Area WMA

Get up-to-date season dates, regulations, 
classes and news of the outdoors 
delivered free to your computer by e-mail 
every Wednesday afternoon. 

To subscribe, Email Arkansasoutdoors@agfc.com
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The Arkansas Outdoors
    e-mail newsletter




